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MAKING EPILEPSY A HEALTH PRIORITY IN AFRICA 

 

In Africa, approximately 10 million people live with epilepsy. While epilepsy can be a devastating and chronic 

condition, with basic treatment, more than 70% of cases can be controlled with one drug. Tragically, in Africa, epilepsy 

is greatly misunderstood, deeply stigmatized, severely underfunded and, most often, ignored by the healthcare 

system. Over 75% of people with epilepsy in Africa live in rural and semiurban areas where treatment is almost 

nonexistent. With the knowledge that there are affordable drugs and effective, low-cost programs, it is shocking that 

people with epilepsy in Africa continue to suffer. 
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Biographie / biography: 

Zoussouf Mahmad Noormamode is the founding President of the EDYCS Epilepsy Group in Mauritius and serves as 

the Vice President of the African Region on the Executive Committee of the International Bureau for Epilepsy. He is 

also the Chairperson of the Africa Disability Alliance, a technical agency focused on integrating disability issues into 

the African Union's agenda, and he is a member of the WHO Civil Society Commission. With a degree in Project 

Management, Youssouf has been instrumental in establishing EDYCS Epilepsy Health Centers and Special Education 

Need schools for children and young adults with epilepsy in Mauritius and Rodrigues islands. He was awarded the 
Insignia of Commander of the Star Key of the Indian Ocean by the President of the Republic of Mauritius for his 
outstanding contributions to making epilepsy a health priority. Recently, he also received the Asia International 
Epilepsy Ambassador Award. He initiated collaborative efforts with national institutions in advocating for the 
domestication of WHO IGAP on epilepsy at country level supported by the IBE/Band Foundation. He is actively 
engaged in lobbying for the ratification of the AU Disability Protocol on the Human Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities in Africa.  
 

Pages personnelles / Website: 

 EDYCS Epilepsy Group Social media platforms: 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/edycs.epilepsy.group/  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/edycsepilepsy 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EdycsMauritius/ 
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